Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.141; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.6.
The structure of the title compound, C 17 H 19 NO 3 , is of interest with respect to antibacterial properties, antibiotic properties and biological activity. The structure displays intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonding. 
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Comment
Schiff bases are characterized by the -CH═N-(imine) group which is impotantant in elucidating the mechanism of transamination and racemization reactions in biological systems (Lau et al., 1999; Shawali et al., 1985) . Due to the great flexibility and diverse structural aspects, a wide range of Schiff bases have been synthesized and their complexation behaviour studied (Raman et al., 2003) . Literature survey shows that Schiff bases show bacteriostatic and bactericidal activity (Yuxia et al., 2002) . Antibacterial, antifungal, antitumor, anticancer activity has been reported and they are also active against a wide range of organisms. We have synthesized the title compound, (rac)-5-acetyl-6-hydroxy-3,6-dimethyl-4-phenyl-2H-4,5,6,7- 
Refinement
The H atoms of the OH and NH groups of the molecule (I) were localized in the difference Fourier map and included in the refinement with fixed positional and isotropic displacement parameters [U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 group and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N) for amino groups]. The other H atoms were placed in calculated positions with and refined in the riding model with fixed isotropic displacement parameters [U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C)].)]. 24 reflections, with experimentally observed supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with the atomic numbering scheme.Displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 30% probability level. rac-1- 5, 6, 
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